( to* ) 
to infert feveral of them in fit places of that Hiftorj, againft 
ttie next Edition. Here is a certain Stone, that is thought 
to be petrcfyed Bone, being fhap'd like a Bone, with the 
Marrow taken out 5 but with a fit Menftrunnt, I found that 
X could eafily diflblve it> like other foft Stones: andpoffi- 
bly it may prove as fit as Ojieocolla^ for the &me Medicinal 
Ufet. 

Of the nature of a certain Stone^ found in the In- 
dies-, inthe headof 4 Serpent* 

There wa*, fbme while ago, (ent by Sir Vhileberto Vcrmtti 
from jte> d majors where he refides, to Sir Robert Moray, for 
the RepoUtory of the Royal Society 2 certain Stone., affirm* 
ed by thePrefcnter to be found in the Head of a Snaks 9 
which laid upon any Wound, made by any venomous Crea- 
ture, isfaidto ftickto it, and Co draws away all Poyfbn .• 
tnd then, being put in Milk, to void its Poyfon therein, and 
to make the Milk turn blew 5 in which manner it muft be 
ufed> till the Wound be clcanfed. 

The like Relations having been made, by feveral others, 
of fuch a Stone, and Come alfo in this Gity affirming, to have 
made the Experiment with fuccefs, it was thought worth 
while, to inquire further into the truth of this Matter : finee 
which time, nothing hath been met with but an Informa- 
tion,delivered by that Ingenious Parifian^o^doxxtlhevenot^ 
in his fecond lome^ of the Relations of divers confidirahh 
Voyages^ whereof he lately prefented fome Exemplars to his 
Friends in England. The Book being in French, and not 
'•ommon, Vis conceived it will not be amifsto infert here 
the faid Information, which iVto this effeft.; 
, In the Eaft Indies^nd in the Kingdom of g)uamfym China, 
there is found a Stone in the Head of certain Serpents (which 
they call by a name fignifying Hairy Serpents )which heals the 
bitings of the fame Serpent, that elfe would kill in 24 hours. 
This Stone is round, white in the middle, and about the 
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edges blew or greenifh. Being applyed to the Wound* it 
adheres to it of it felf, and falls not off, but after it hath 
fucked the Poyfon : Then they wafh it in M ilk, wherein v tis 
left awhile^ till it return to its natural condition. It is a 
rare Stone, for if it be put the fecond time upon the Wound 3 
and (tick to it, 'tis a (ignit had not fuck'd ail the Venome 
during its firft application 5 but if it (lick not, 'tis a mark 
that all the Poyfon was drawn out at firft. So far our French 
Author: wherein appears noconHdereble difference frons 
the written Relation before mentioned. 

Of the rvay y nfed in the MogolV Dominions y to 
make Saltpetre. 

This is delivered in the fame Book of Monfieur Thevehot s 
and the manner of it haying been inquired after, by fever 
ral curious Perfons,* to compare it with that, which is nfed in 
Europe^ 'tis prefum'd, they^ will not bedifpleafed to findc it 
inferted here in Englip)^ . which is. as followe th : 

Saltpetre \s found in many places of the Bajl lnclits, but 
chiefly about <*g ra > arid in the Villages, that heretofore haye 
been numerouuy inhabited, but are nowdelerted. They 
draw it out of three forts of Earth, black, yellow, and 
white : the beft, is that which is drawn out of the black, for 
it is free from common Salt. They work it in this manner : 
They make two Pits, flat at the bottom 5 like thofe where- 
in common Salt is made 5 one of them having much more 
compafs then the other, they fill that with Earth,iipon which 
they let run Water, and by the feet of People they tread it, 
andreduceittotheconfiftencyof a Pap, and fo they let it 
ftand for two days, that the Water may extraft all the Salt 
that is in the Earth.: Then tbey pafs this Water into another 
Pit, in which it chriftailHzes into Saltpetre. They let it boil 
once or twice in a Cafdrpn, .according as they will have it 
whiter and purer. Whilft it is fc>ver the Fire r they fcum it 
continually, and fill it out into great Earthen Pots^ which 
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